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Acts 20. Ver. 3 
--- And to remember the Words of the Lord 
; l Jeſus, how he ſaid, It'is more Bleſſed' to 
give than to'receive.. 1 


HES E Words are the Concluſion of 

| [ a very affectionate and long Diſ- 
| A- courſe, which St. Paul continued even 

ill Midnight, at Miletus, whither a very great 
oncourſe of devout Chriſtians, from all Parts 
of Aſia, came to attend him upon his Summons, 
and then took their final Leave of him, and 
received his Counſel, and laſt Benediction. 
V herein, after he had ſolemnly purg'd himſelf, 
by a ſolemn Appeal to God and to their Con- 
ſciences, in that he had declared the whole Wilt 
F God to them, and was therefore clear of the 
Blood of any, that ſhould unhappily miſcarry; and 
had moreover recommended them to God, and 
the Word of His Grace; that he might leave 


he Sum n all his Preaching the warmer upon 


heir Hearts, he concludes with this earneſt 
Exhortation, that they would ever remember the 
Words cf our Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, It is more 
Bleſſed to give than to reterve. 
AND what: Words could T have pitcht 
on, that might ſink ſo deep into your Hearts, 
or that can be ſo juſtly adapted to your pre- 
ent pious Diſpoſttions, as theſe? If you will 
eflect withal, that qur Lord did gngg you 


A 2 on 
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4 The Bleſſeanes of doing Good, © 
- fafe to be under the very Circumſtances of 
' theſe little ones now before us; and was an Wor 
innocent, meek, teachable, induſtrious, and 
humble Child himſelf; born of Parents as 
mean, as deſtitute as theſe Children are; but 
poſſibly more Induſtrious, certainly more Ho- 
ly than theirs: Educated by them every way 
as hardly; ſubject to them in all things; ta 
and exerciſed under them, from the begin- 
ning, in that very way of Piety and univer- 
ſal Goodneſs, to which theſe Children, by your 
religious and watchful Care, are devoted; 
and from which He never, in the leaſt 
Semblance of a ſingle Inſtance, once departed. 
Lr me therefore charge this upon your 
tender Souls, dear Children, and conjure you ane 
to Write it in your Hearts; that our Lord 
Jeſus was once as one of you: And that you 
continually beg of Him to give you HisWng 
Grace, ſo to improve in all the Virtues offGo: 
the Chriſtian Life, as to grow daily more out 
and more like unto Him, in every Station Wot | 
of your Lives. 3A A 
Ay for our Encouragement in this good Wjuſt 
Work, we may preſume to believe, that our H/ 
Lord, at their Years, would have been better Has t 
pleaſed 'to have been one of ſuch an he all 
Meeting, in ſuch ah holy Place, upon ſuc 
an holy Occaſion as this; than he was at his 
— in the midſt of the Doctors. And 
therefore, whoever ſhall commiſerate the 
Circumſtances of theſe poor Children before 
us, or be any ways Aſſiſting to their Educa- 
1 1 . ti0Nn 


6> The N 7 a Good. 
— — | 
Memorial of theſe Three great — which 
1 ſhaffmake the Heads of my Diſcourſe. 


TRE Firf Point is, "That thep 2 ehen, r. | 
ſen the Character of our Lord- | 
he Up Second, That they expreſe 5 Genids'of 

Religion. 

Ti Third, That they declare to us, herbs 
ip the peculiar Bleſſedneſs N 125 Naar Life 
aoes confi . And, 8 


IE Prov ale Words, ben 0 miar 
yith our Lord, We may preſame they were 
tended to repreſent the Churacter of His 'wery 
Foul; how he was devoted to all the Oles 
of Humanity and good Nature. 
Tus two general Habits which filled 
and em ployed the whole intenſeneſs of his 
| Sonl, were unaffected Piety towards God, and 
Charity to Mankind; and that theſe two ſa- 
cred Duties might never, or very rarely, in- 
| terfere; He choſe the Solitude af the Night 
for his uſual Devotions, that no opportunity of 
doing Good might flip by Him unobſerv'd, 
ar unimprov'd; but yet, if they did provi- 
dentially interfere, he preſerred Merc rol 
Men, before Sacrifice to God. ipa 
Hx had not any one Affection in the bleſſed he 
Frame of his Mind, but what was divinely ex · Ntev 
erciſed in conſtant Actsof Beneficence ; for He 
ſcatte ſo much as ever indulged himfelf in any 
innocent Pleaſure of humane Liſe, but the 
Wis about gry to do Good, the ver 
; Bleſſed: 
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"The e of doing Good. 7 


ME 


. 
* 
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Bleſſedneſs of my Text; which was Meat and 
Drink indeed to Him; who knew no other De- 
fires but to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, by doing 
he Works of miraculous Goodneſs, which ne- 
ver Man did; healing the Souls and Bodies of 
Men tormented by the Devil, and 2 


* Mhimſelf upon all Occaſions, a familiar Example - 
def that divine Life of Piety and Fact hs 
af which Man is capable through his Grace, an 

y an humble imitation of Him. 155 

8 AN p here, be pleaſed to obſerve, that our 


Lord choſe not the Charity of Alms- giving for 
is Province; how bleſſed a Part ſoever that 
de: For Gold and Silver He had none; neither 
his Kingdom, nor any part of his Treaſure, 
ere of this World: Neither had He the like 


ned 


ied obligations with us, to lay a good Foundation 
his {paint the time to come, by transferring here · 
and Wy the periſhing Intereſt of preſent things in- 
 fa-Wo Heaven, where He was Lord and Heir of 
In-Wall things; this indeed is our Duty, becauſe 
iht Liberality in giving is as abſolutely , requiſite 
y of Mo the future Happineſs of the rich Giver; as it 
vd, s neceſſary to the preſent Subſiſtance of the 


OVI- 
* 0 
ſſed 
y EN- 


poor Receiver. . 425 

ITxIsõ part therefore He left for thoſe prin- 
pally, whom He intended to honour with 
he ſacred Truſt of being the immediate 
ptewards of his Providence; to, whoſe Com- 
r He Wniſeration and Care He ſhould commit 
any be indigent Creatures of his Family; that 
 theſÞy a compaſſionate Heart, and à liberal} 
— and, and a diſcreet Diſtribution, they might 
fled - | be 


+ fd of i} 


„ i ö es . ou 
of yours reſembles. For though your Libera { 
lity bath greatly abounded, yet the chielllh,. 
Scope of this Jour labour of Ln is theo; 


Chriſtian Education of theſe poowWhildren; 
that they may be early ſeaſoned with the Prin 
ciples of pure and undefiled Religion, and may 
become Examples of Virtue, and Piety, it 
thoſe Families where tliey ſhall be receiy: 
ed, and may do ſome good in their Genera 
tions, and continue for ever living Member 
of the Kingdom of God. This is a Charity 
wherein you truly co-operate with our Bleſſed 
Lord, the Lover of Souls, and Saviour of Man 
kind: Becauſe it extends farther than to rhe 
ſhort Subſiſtance and Accommodation of thi 
tranſient State; and applies it ſelf to the mak- 
ing ſeaſonable Proviſibns for Eternity. A Cha- 

ity therefore, whoſe bleſſed Effects ſhall never 
fail: So that there ſhall not be one Object of 
this your preſent Beneficence, - whoſe . happy, 
Education, under your pious Care, ſhall fer... 
him right in the ways of God; but who 00 elt 

Jil ei „eden * i : 4 
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The Bleſſedneſs of doing Good. 9 
5000S - perſiſts therein) ſhall every Moment of a 
thehleſſed Eternity have reaſon to thank God 
nd you, for that Happineſs, the Foundation 
ce hereof was laid in this your Charity. 
Ab this I mention for the Honour of this 
articular: kind of Charity, above all others, 
nd for your great Incouragement in it; that 
urea is the very Part aur Lord choſe, wherein 
Men diſplay the .utmoſt beneficial extent, and 
Perfection of Goodneſs. For what other is 
our moſt Chriſtian Aim in thus, but the ve- 
Wy fame with that: of our Bleſſed Saviour's ; 
cole Glory of God, the Inlargement of his King. 
om; and the eternal Happineſs of theſe little 
nig nes that are now before us! Theſe are indeed 
n aſtoniſhing Number, very near Five Thou- 
ind ; ſo wonderfully hath this your Charity, 
Aghrough the Mercies of God, grown and pre- 
Wailed ' And of ſuch happy Influence hath your. 
xample been; that I truſt (if our political 
Diſcords do not withhold the Mercy of God 
om proſpering this good Work, as He hath 
itherto done) many of us {hall live to ſee 
Yrphans bred up in this publick Manner ex- 
Weed, in the ſeveral Parts of this Kingdom, the 
umber of thoſe. that were Sealed in the ſe- 
"Wcral Tribes of 1/rael. Gs off e 
Tux preſent appearance of ſo many clean, 
ecent, modeſt Children; their reverent Be- 
aviour in the Houfe of God ; their exact Con- 
drmity to the Orders and Ceremonies of dur 
hurch; is, I verily aſſure my ſelf, the good- 
elt Sight, the whole World can boaſt of in 
we / 2 N od any 
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10 The Bleſſedneſs of doing Good. 
any kind: IS a Sight, I preſume to ſay, whiq B 
their holy Angels, who always ſtand. befogyan 
the Face of God, do now peculiarly rejoict i or 
If then we might be permitted to glory, nd. 
would glory. in this Ax nce. But tl 
oſtentatious part of this, farther than as it ma 
provoke anto Love, and unto good Works, Yo 
with a truly Chriſtian Humility, avoid: F 
though the World may read fo large a Cat 
logue of theſe happy Objects of your wiſe an 
religious Care; yet the Names of you, the 
chief Patrons and Benefactors, are no whe! 
to be found, but in the Book of Life: There 
the punctual Record of this your Charity 
and —_ {hall be adjudged your full R. 
war | | ; 


I proceed to the Second Obſervation fri 
theſe Words of our Lord; that they expreſs 1 
Genius of His Religion; the natural tenden 
whereof is, to ſmooth and ſoften our harſh a 
_ unrelenting Tempers, that thereby we mig 
be —— diſpoſed and furniſhed unto eve 
good Work. 1 It 
© INFINITE Goodneſs, the very ſubſtantia 
Goodneſs of the Godhead, was intimate 
united to the Soul of our Saviour: And there 
fore is this Principle of Beneficence and un 
verſal Good-will, the proper Spirit of his Hol 
Religion; and ſhould be the Temper an 
Character of all his Followers. Jos 


B ſo 


— i. 


whid Bur ſo fubtle "hath been the Enemy of 


ut thiſpon doing Good in a more than ordinary de- 


it maſſÞee; and hath thereby betrayed, them into 
„ YoﬀWany hurtful and fooliſh Superſtitions. But, 


d: Meſſed be God, inſtead of Monaſtick Founda- 

1 Catſons, He hath raiſed up amongſt us, every 

ſe anhere, Nurſeries of pious and uſeful Educa- 

„ thefon ;' where our Youth are Inſtructed in e- 
— ery good Work that can be profitable for 

ere Nen | 


To this truly Chriſtian Spirit, ſo abun- 
antly ſhed abroad in all your Hearts, it is 
o be aſcribed, that theſe Children ſtand before 
, ſeparated, I hope, from the Pollutions of 
he World; but by no means from the Im- 
/s riF&!oyments of it: For by your religious Care, 
len nd the joint Liberality of others, they are 


arity 
| R 


1 an placed out to the ſeveral Occupations that are 
ni oſt ſuitable to their Capacities, and Strength; 
wel hut the good Foundation is firſt laid; they 


are firſt brought up in the Nurture and Admo- 
ion of the Lord; are nouriſhed and ſuſtain» 


4 grow thereby to be capable of receiving the 
Bread of Eternal Life : So that they- are never 


had good Experience of them, that they are 
MW well ſeaſoned with Piety, Induſtry, and good 


found, that the Bleſſing of God goes along 


— 3 . — — — 
The Bleſſegneſs of doing Good. TY 


| befofſWankind, that, in many parts of the'Chriltian' 
oice iorld abroad, he hath greatly abuſed the 
ry, nder Affections of Perſons, zealouſly bent 


d with the ſincere Milk of the Word; that they 
recommended to any Family, till you have 


Manners; whereby, I hope, it is generally - 


B 2 _ with 


12 The Bleſſeaneſs of doing God. 
with them, as it did with holy Joſeph, thi 
whatever they do the Lord maketh' it to Proſper 
And reflect, I beſeech you, for your ow! 
Comfort, if there be Joy in the Preſence 
God over one Sinner that Repenteth 3-\whayf an 
may juſtly be your humble Hope, in tha 4 
| ſüch Multitudes /who other ways would, mol ni 
probably, have been expoſed to Idleneſs-anW of 
a diſſolute Life) are, by your provident Piety fre 
under 0 hopeful a prevention of ever being A; 
grievous Sinners, or needing deep Repentance of 
Bur then, let every one conſider; ho 
aggravating his Guilt will be that ſha I. an) 
ways offend one of the leaſt of theſe. little 
ones; ſeducing him from the ways of God 
and Virtue, into the Paths of Sin and Per 
dition. Whoever of theſe ſhall thus miſcarry; 
Jou and the Publick ſhall ſtand diſcharged 
His Puniſhment ſhall be upon his own Head, 
and his Accomplices : Becauſe, if any Charity 


ſhall ever be cer accepted for true 


— 


Righteouſneſs, as to cover a multitude 0 
Sins, either of the Charitable Perſon himſelf 
or of the Community to which he belongs, 
from being rigorouſly accounted for ; I ſhould 
indulge my hopes from this Charity, above 
all other; becauſe there ſeems ſome glimpſe 
of-. equitable Congruity, that that Charity 
Thould cover the moſt Sins in our ſelves, 
which is intended to prevent, as far as poſſible,i 
the Sins of others. © * 


3 ANp, 


5: The Rleſſedneſs of doing Good. 13 
— — — — I ˙Ü1%mꝛ — 
Apr fer this good End, the public Pro- 
viſions and Incouragements for N and 
Virtue the Laws againſt, Immorality and 
Prophaneneſs, never were in any Age, or in 
any Country, wiſer pr better, than in-our.own.. 
And I., cannot but in gratitude to the, Admi- 
niſtration think, that theſe dur good Laws, ſo 
often. inforc'd by. repeated Admonitions 
from the Throne, have had their good Effect: 
And permit me to obſerve it to the Glory: 
of God firſt, and next, under theſe, Encou- 
ragements and Aſſiſtances, to the highly de- 
ſerved Commendation. of the Parochial Cler- 
gy amongſt us; that, through their aſſiduous 
God abours, their ſound and affectionate Preach- 
PerſWng, and their good Example in, all things ; 
rry never were our Churches ſo well filled; ne- 


tha 
(per 
WI 
2e 0 
Hat 
moll 
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ho 
am 
little 


ged Wer our Communions ſo frequented; never 
lead Wnore holy Zeal, more humble Devotion; 
arityfever larger Charities, than what arg con- 
true tantly offered up at the Holy Table in every 
le Church of this great City. 
mel, Bu x that which hath principally given Liſe 
ongs o our Laws, Vigour to the Miniſters of God, 
houldihnd Efficacy to every Example; that which 
aboveſowerfully recommendeth our National In- 
impſeſWereſt to the Divine Providence, is the emi- 
harity{Went Piety and Charity of our ſupream Go- 
ſelves,Fernour, whom God hath ſet upon the Throne 


ſſible f theſe Nations: Who, from the Years of 
a he leaſt of theſe little ones, hath remembered 
er Creator; and, eyer fince, hath endea- 
onred to adorn her Soul with all divine 

enn Emes, 
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The Bleſeanſrof doing Good. — 
G „ ſuitable as well to eee ate 
Miniters of God, as to the hu of-all 
his Servants; who, I believe, hath; for thut 
end, never omitted to Worſhip God, Morn- 
ing "and Evening in Private: Aud I never 


heard, tho I have been h With her 
the Service- ever ſince her happy Acceſſion t 
the Thron, that She ever once wholly'omitted 


: ublick Offices of our Liturgy: She li 8 up 


Hands, day by da 80 = E 
lick Spine 8 al e vi 
a e rat 


| —— thing may work toget 
er Good of all her Subje 
of the World. Au, chat the! wee 
der Soul might be more prevalent 

God, her Devorioge? "aſcend not to 8 
y; for her I. Charity ever ach 
panies her Devotion; this is the holy Tncenl 
with which her Prayers are conftnty offer: 
ed up to God, for His Blefſing er Go: 
vernment; and therefore She deviſeth libers 
Things. The Refugees ees of all Nations fe 
ber. Charity y, and re nouriſhed from he 
Hands; how much more then, her ou. 
born Subjects, who are the very natur 
Members of Her political Perſon, and ar 
therefore every one of them as her Child 
HERE then is our Comfort; and let thi 
be my Apology, that I have mentioned thel bl 
things, which are better known than I cas « 
by defcribe . them; that if this goofſÞÞor; 
; ork before us ſhould ever be in DiftrelW"is 
we have a never-failing Reſource, ſealed to the 
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Id Bleſſedneſs of doing Gord. 1 
1 5 

te in the very Elements of her Royal Heart, 
MY that no publick Work, which tends fo di- 


ar WM rely. to the Honour of God, ſo imme- 
f. diately to the Relief of the Poor, ſo diffu- 


er fively to the common Benefit of all her 
Jer People, can ever want her utmoſt Incou- 
to ragement and Aſſiſtance. 
ted ll Axpo it hath been a conſtant good Omen 
up with me, that God would entertain Thoughts 
#K&W of Mercy towards this Nation, and in his 
off own good time give us the Eſtabliſhment 


of Peace; in that He hath raiſed. up this 
Spirit of Charity, which hath gradually ex- 
tended its Inflaence, as the Burden the 
War hath increaſed: And this hath been 
our Wiſdom ; that our Prayers and Alms 
have contended before God with as true a 
il Zeal, as our valiant Country-Men have 
WM Fought. And tho? they have been always 
"MW Conquerours, yet I am ſure they will for- 
Megive me in ſaying, that the happy Iſſue of 
feel8all their Victories is due to that Bleſſing, 
which the publick _—_ and Piety have, 
at laſt, obtained from the Great Arbitra- 
tor of the World; whoſe ſole Prerogative 
t is, to weigh, and ballance the Nations; and 
o determine the Bounds of their Habitations. 
AND therefore give me leave farther to 
Wbſcrve, and I do it with a joyful Heart, 
5 a juſt Incouragement to you, to abound 
ore and more in this good Work; That 
his your moſt Chriſtian Charity, and all 
ther your publick Alms, joined with m"_ 
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of out Royal Intercefſor, are at laſt tome 


at length; been graciouſly pleaſed to hear 


„ 
* 


and Juſtice of our Qukxx, whom he delights 

I xx it therefore be the Glory of Her 
7 are nearer her Heart, than any other Inte- 
r 


with ſo much Wiſdom, Fidelity; Courage, 


ties, which have been caſt in their way, have 


Frade greatly extended, and our Holy Re- 


ſtant Succeſſion in the IWaſtrions Houſe of 


* k - 


* 


„ 


before God for a Memorial for us; ſor He hath; 


and pity our Groans and Oppreſſions, under 
the Calamities of this long and waſting War; 
and will, I hope, ſay effectually to the Sword; 
Deſtroy no farther : And, for this great and 
good End, He hath been pleaſed to ſingle 
out the comprehenſive Wiſdom, Equanimity, 


to Honour, to compaſs and ſettle the Terms 


of Peau. 


Reign, that She loves Peace more than 
Conqueſt; and that our Eaſe and Profpe- 


whatſoever. And, next to Her; let us 
wiſh all manner of Felicity to thoſe, who 


and Zeal, have ſerved their Country under 
Her Directions, in this great Work: And 
notwithſtanding all the unnatural Difficul· 


yet wrought out 'for:us ſuch a Deliverance, 
and ſuch a Peace as' this, which I hope we 
are juſt entring upon: A Peace, wherein our 
Government {ſhall be reſpected abroad, our 


ligion farther ſecured to us in the _ Prote-i 
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ome  WHaT remains to Crown the whole, is 
2th; Nur ut alone; which is, to endeavour | 
um ly to deferve of God, that this may 
der Ie a laſting Peace, and a laſting Bleſſing 
ar; Þ us, and to our Poſterity. 


1d; Ax let no Man living, no not all 
and Ibe united Wiſdom, of the whole Earth, 
gle ume preſamptuouſly a Capacity to fore- 
ity; e and determine what Peace ſhall, in 


ght Nadt, be laſting; this depends entirely up- 


lone: So that there are no certain Terms, 
or inſallible Security deviſable for this; 
ut a general Progreſs in that Righteouſ- 
eſs, whereby, alone, Nations are Eſta- 
nte- liſhed. _ * HET? | 1 
And therefore, my worthy Friends, (to 


t us 

who Mpply this to the Purpoſe for which I in- 
age; nded it) as this your pious Work hath, 
nder I verily believe, had no ſmall Share in dif- 
And ling the Divine Mercy to bleſs, at laſt, 
icul· Ne publick Councils with fo happy an Iſſue; 
jave t me beſeech you, in Gratitude to God, 


nce, Ind true Zeal for our common Intereſt, 
wel r more and more in doing 
our 00d, | 1 f 1 a . 5 a 
our THaT this your Charity, which hath 
een ſo ſeaſonable a Relief againſt the Po- 
Ferty, which this War hath unavoidabl 
decaſioned, may be as effectual a Provi- 
jon againſt that Immorality and Pro- 
Phaneneſs, which the Proſperity of Peace 
Hill be apt to tempt us to; may it be di- 
= fuſed 


n Providence, and is in the Hand of G 
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abſolutely perfect in all the infinite va 
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munications, and Honours, which: God, at 


conomy of his Providence, whereby he 


fuſed farther and farther,” and'continue"to 
blels our 'Copatoy'! ' 7 12900 4 


I proceed to the Third and laſt Obſerva. 
tian from the Words of the "Text : That they 
declare to us mherein the pecaliar 'Blefſedse/; 
irs Chriftian Life doth conſiſt ; whichs 1s (: 
7 N Giving, and by doing 
Fox Charity is. not a ſolitary Virtue, 
a fingle Bleſſing; but the happy Conſpira 
tion of all thoſe ſoft and tender. Paſſions, 
from whenee Humanity, that is, the moſt 
perſect State of Humane Nature, takes its 
Name: Nay, all that we know of God 
whereby he is in himſelf the Bleſſed fe 
evermore, and to us, the great Object ol 
our Love and Adoration, is, that He i 


rieties of Goodneſs, wherein the feveral 
Infirmities, and Wants, and Sins of all 
his Creatures take their Sanctuary and thei 
Refuge, i 1995197 21008 

. Various have been the Graces, the Com 


ſundry Times, upon infinite Occaſions, in 


ſeveral Perſons, hath vouchſafed to Man mu 


kind; but none in the general hath bees 
comparable to that all-wiſe indulgent Oe 


has commiſſioned and intruſted every one 
in his Sphere to be aſſiſting and help 
to each other: That all Mankind might. 
27 0 w talt 


taſt the Bleſſedneſs of my Text: That 


WH b 
6 00 you, and I, and all ot us, Tee 
| Creatures every one of us, ſhould-yetl be 
honoured to be the Stewards of his Pri 
vidence to one another; ſhould be, ! not 
„only as it were good Angels, miniſtring 
to the Patron and Father of Mankind; but 
(I ſpeak it with all n 
ſhout d be even as Gods on Harth, rect 
ing the Prayers, and relieving the Wantz 
Jof thoſe, Who do not diſdain even to 
proſtrate themſelves. at our Feet. Who 
an reflect on the Honour and Felicity df 
this State, and not beg of God to give 
himpan humble, and a thankful H dart, 
that he may diſcharge this ſacred Com- 
Emiſhon with Approbation to his Maſter, 
"Comfort to his .own Soul, and to the Good 


le k of a about hm..... NN, 
vai Rxrrxcr, Libeſeech you, on all the va, 
mr rious Scenes of Life, which buſy and im 
f all 


Wploy the Sons of Men: What part can 
we att upon this great Theatre ſo De. 
lighrfal, fo Honourable, and ſo nearly allyed 
to God, as chat of a Patron an Friend 


Bur how bleſſed it iis to Give, how 
much of the Liſe of God there is in it, 
ou, I hope, and all other religious Per» 


ſons, : T are exerciſed in theſe Virtues, 


nafeel at preſent ;;- and may we all daily 
onq; feel, more and more, to x; bleſſed - Eter» 


of Mankind? ©: © 2 
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nity, infinitely beyond what our Hearts ca 
now conceive or Words expreſs! s 
I ſhould: have been more particular it 
the Illuſtration and Inforcement of thi 
Duty, from ſeveral Heads of Diſcourſe 
which might have been very proper andi tl 
very neceſſary in any other Audianceſ t 
and upon any other Occaſion, but this Þ I 
Which might have been drawn either] c: 
frony/ thoſe internal Diſpoſitions of Soul o 
from. whence this Chriftian Virtue, ung 
der/ the Grace of God, doth ariſe; oe 
from the Habit or actual Exerciſe by which 
it is expreſſed; or from the Conſciene 
and Memory of it, by which it is taſted and 
enjoyed; or from the natural Fruits whic 
ſpring from it in this Life, by which ii vi 
is adorned, [nouriſhed and ſuſtained; o 
from thoſe ſupernatural 'Bleſhngs, which BI 
by tlie Divine Benediction, are promiſed T 
to it, and ſhall infallibly reward it hereſ yo 
after: Theſe Topicks I ſhould, I ſayf H. 
have inſiſted largely on oy. where buiare 
here, on any. Occaſion but this; for whaſ aft 
Oratory can affect the Hearts of Men likq; tal 
the Appearance of theſe bleſſed little Ones 
before us? Who, as it were, irreſiſtibly be 
get the fame Affections in every one 
that ſeeth them, which the tender Parent 
hath for his own Child: What Words there 
fore can be wanting to excite, or can ir 
deed come up to ſuch devout Paſſions ? 


"0 | AX! 
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ca] Ax moreover, the holy Zeal ſor Cha- 
ll rity, which every where appears in this 
Great City, made me think, and I believe 
very juſtly; that there would be no Occa- 
ſion, that it could ſcarce be decent, to preſs 
the Generofity and Growth of your Chari- 
ty, particularly in this highly commendable - 
Inſtance. before us, either by any Amplifi- 
cations of the Duty it felf, or by any Views 
of the Rewards of it. 
Ax beſides, I am verily perſuaded, that 
every one of you here preſent, and all o- 
thers, who are united with you, and are 
M any ways aſſiſting to you in this holy League 
of Charity, are already, or ſhall be hereafter, 
viſible inſtances of the Bleſſing of the Di- 
ch i vine Providence. e 
o AND may the Divine Mercy return the 
Bleſſing of this Charity to you in kind ! 
iſed That for your Feeding, your Cloathing, 
Al your Educating theſe [helpleſs little ones, 
He would continually Bleſs all you, who 
are now, or who ſhall at any time here- 
after be Parents of Children, that they may 
ikq take good Courſes, may grow up in the Fear 
and Service of God, may never be deſtitute 
of true and faithful Friends, may every way 
Abe laſting Comforts to you, and happy Heirs 
with you of Eternal Life! And ſolace your 
Hearts by Faith, that our Lord, who im- 
braced and laid his Hands on, and bleſſed 
thoſe little Children that were hrought un- 
to Him, will doublets accept this * ' 
| | ta 


22 The Bleſſedneſs of doing Goods, 


table Work of yours, and Bleſß you, even 
you, who do now preſent theſe before Him. 
For the — — ray and of their Pa- 
take place; the Bleſſings of theſe 

and Hunger, and Nakedneſs only, but with - 
oute this: [YOUT / pious Car e, Even eternally, 
through an idle and diſſolute Life; the 
HBleſſings of theſe, 1 ſay, ſhall come upon 
you: And they ſhall be Intereeſſors for 
you at the Throne of Jeſus, who did once 
vourhſaſe to be Poor himſelf, but is now 
exalted. to the Right Hand af God, thete 
to be their Patron and ours. Beſore whom, 
when, in the great and terrible Day, where- 
in We muſt all give an Account of!.our'own 
Works, it ſhall be required of us, whom 
have 5e Fed, whom Cloathedʒ whom E- 
dueated in the Fear and Service of God: 
Thefe here preſent, and all other Objects 
of your Charity, ſhall ſtand up and appear as 
your Vouchers: And for the eternal Reward 
of your Chariy, may you then hear the 
Merciſul Jeſus, our Lord and Judge, ſay 
0 vou, Come je bleſſed my: Faiher, what 
ye: did to the leaſt of theſe little ones, ye did 
it unto me, enter into the Jo 13 
Ir. me therefore, worthy Friends, con- 
clude this Diſcourſe, as the Apoffle did 
his; thlat however what has now; from a 
ſincere: Zeal to this good Work, been of 
ferod to. your Meditations, may _ 
aſſect you; I do exhort you, I beſeech 
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you, 1 ure you by thie . — Thus, « 7 
that voa ould Ver rememh x His moſt c 
— Chu er of His 'very Sh > the - -* 
Id, true Spirit ol His l 8 "wy the hap- 7 
pieſt State | CO 5 . 2 
them in your: Ven, NEVE to * forgot 
ten, how He ſaid, I: i more ee, give 
than to ractive. Wa ; 9 
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